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Atlantic 'blue ribbon5 from the Cunarders who were holding it
at the time1—it had always hitherto been held by British-built
ships. In 1894 Sir Charles Parsons, inventor of the turbine, had
a small vessel fitted with a turbine engine; but the extended use
of such engines for shipping did not begin till about ten years
later.
Great Britain succeeded in retaining to the end of the century
a very large proportion of the world's carrying trade. The ac-
companying table is only for vessels entering or cleared at British
ports, but it supplies a fair index of the state of things.2 We see
reflected in it a British preponderance, that culminated in
1888, and only a slight relative decline afterwards. Thus the
island kept its unique lead on the seas long after it had lost it in
the factories.
Proportion per cent, of British to Total Shipping Entered and Cleared in
the Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom
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Internal transport underwent little change. The great Forth
Bridge was completed in 1889. But only one conspicuous railway
extension belongs to these years—the bringing to London of the
Manchester, Sheffield, and Lincoln Railway (re-christened the
Great Central Railway, and now forming the most westerly
section of the L.N.E.R.) and the opening for it (March 1899)
of the last metropolitan terminus, Marylebone. The same year
saw the amalgamation of two railways, which till then had com-
peted for the traffic of Kent—both non-paying concerns and
heavily over-capitalized. They were the least profitable and
least efficient lines running into London, but their complaint was
one from which virtually all British railways suffered in some
degree. On account of it their rates, both for passengers and
goods, were much higher than those elsewhere in Europe—a
1	The Campania and Lucania, of not quite 13,000 tons each and good for 22 knots.
The German ship was of 14,350 tons, did 23 knots, and beat their records by hand-
some margins. Her successors, the Kronprinz Wilhelm (1901) and Kaiser Wilhelm II
(1902), carried German superiority still farther.
2	Fiscal Blue Book (Gd, 1761 of 1903), p. 432.

